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Part II DETAILED ACTION 
This office action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on June 5, 2006 for 
a Request Continued Examination (RCE) of earlier application. 

Priority 

1 . This application is claiming the benefit of prior-filed nonprovisional application 
09/717,620 which is a continuation-in-part of the earlier prior-filed non-provisional application 
09/633,947 35 U.S.C. 120 and 37 CFR 1.78 and added and claimed additional disclosure not 
presented in the prior applications. Therefore, the effective date of benefit this application with 
the same additional disclosure will be an earlier filing date, November 21, 2000, of prior-filed 
non-provisional application 09/633,947. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Stewart (UK 
Patent No. 2,342,365). 

Stewart shows and teaches a collapsible structure (see Fig. 7B) comprising a first vertical 
panel (A) and a second panel (B), wherein each panel includes a loop of foldable frame member 
(6, 8 or 130, 132),respectively, having a folded and unfolded orientation, a fabric material 
covering the frame member to form a flat panel when the frame member is in the unfolded 
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orientation, each panel being collapsed to a small sized by twisting and folding the frame 
member, each panel having an upper side and a bottom side, the two panels being connected and 
maintained each other at an angel (D) by suitable hinge means at the upper or bottom sides of the 
two panels such as by a non-planar sheet material, the bottom sides of the two panels being 
capable to rest and contact with a horizontal support surface (i.e., the ground), an opening (C) 
providing an amusement feature on the fabric of the vertical panel, and a base (E) providing a 
support panel coupling the bottom of two panels in a space separately and supporting the panels 
in an erected position. 




4. Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Zheng (US 
Patent No. 5,941,265). 

Zheng '265 shows and teaches a collapsible structure (20) (see Fig. 1 A) adapted to be 
used as a sunshield, comprising: at least a first panel (22) and a second panel (24), each panel 
having a loop of foldable frame member (24, 20) having a folded and unfolded orientation 
respectively, a fabric material (42, 40) covering the frame member to form a flat panel 
respectively when the frame member is in the unfolded orientation, each panel being collapsed to 
a small sized by twisting and folding the frame member (see Figs 5A-5F), each panel having an 
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upper side (34, 30) and a bottom side (36, 32) respectively, the bottom sides (36, 32) of the two 
panels being adapted to be rested and contacted with a horizontal surface, wherein the first panel 
(24) forms a first vertical panel positioned perpendicular to the horizontal surface, the second 
panel (22) forms a second angled panel having a side portion being hingedly coupled to the 
fabric of the first vertical panel (24) by stitching at an angle (A) with respect to the first vertical 
panel, and the second angled panel (22) is also positioned at an angle (a right angle, 90 degrees) 
with respect to the horizontal surface when the structure is in a fully erected position, and each 
panel includes section cups (56) providing an amusement mount on the fabric of the respective 
panel. 

Regard to claim 19, Zheng '265 teaches the collapsible structure (see Figs, 6 and 7), 
further comprising a third panel (106a) providing a support panel having a foldable frame 
covering by a fabric and having a side portion coupled to the first vertical panel (the center 
panel) for supporting the structure in an erected position. 

Regard to claim 20, Zheng teaches the collapsible structure may include section cups (56) 
providing an amusement mounted on the fabric of one of the panel such as the vertical panel (24) 
as claimed invention. 

5. Claims 17-20, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Zheng 
(US Patent No. 5,816,954). 

Zheng '954 shows and teaches a collapsible structure (see Fig. 4) comprising: at least a 
first vertical panel (92) and a second panel (94 or 96), each panel having a loop of foldable frame 
member (32) having a folded and unfolded orientation respectively, a sheet of fabric material 
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(34) covering the frame member to form a flat panel respectively when the frame member is in 
the unfolded orientation, each panel being collapsed to a small sized by twisting and folding the 
frame member (see Figs 3A-3D), wherein the first panel (92) forms a first vertical panel 
positioned perpendicular to the horizontal surface, the second panel (94 or 96) forms a second 
angled panel having a side portion being hingedly coupled to the fabric of the first vertical panel 
(96) by stitching at an angle (a right angle, 90 degrees) with respect to the first vertical panel, and 
the second angled panel (94 or 96) is also positioned at an angle (a right angle, 90 degrees) with 
respect to the horizontal surface when the structure is in a fully erected position, both panels (92, 
94 or 96) have a bottom side capably contacting the horizontal surface when the structure is 
deployed on the horizontal surface, the first and second panels have different sizes, and the first 
vertical panel including an amusement (120) mount on the fabric material of the panel. 

Regard to claim 1 9, Zheng teaches the collapsible structure further comprising a third 
panel (98) providing a support panel having a foldable frame covering by a fabric material and 
having a side portion coupled to the first vertical panel and the angled panel for supporting the 
structure in an erected position. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
6. Claims 17-20, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Japanese Patent No. 8-57164 in view of Dobberstein (US Patent No. 5,582,197). 

The Japanese reference shows and teaches a collapsible structure comprising a first and 
second panels (2) each having a loop of foldable frame member (5) having a folded and unfolded 
orientation, a fabric material (6) covering the frame member to form a flat panel when the frame 
member is in the unfolded orientation, each frame member (5) of the panel being mounted along 
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a sleeve (6a) of along the fabric material, each panel (2) being collapsed to a small sized by 
twisting and folding the frame member (see Fig. 5), the two panels having top sides being 
hingedly coupled together along the sleeve (6a) such that the top side one of the panel is 
considered hingedly and angularly coupled to the fabric (the sleeve) of another panel, the two 
panels having a bottom being adapted to rest and contact with a horizontal surface, an opening 
(7) providing an amusement feature on the fabric of either one of the panel, and a base (3) 
providing a support panel coupling the bottom of two panels to maintain the panels being 
angularly coupled together in an predetermined angle when the structure is deployed on the 
horizontal surface. Japanese patent further discloses the angle between the two panels would be 
adjusted with respect to the size of the base panel (7) in a fully erected position. Although 
Japanese does not define two panels having different size and one of the two panel being 
positioned vertically to the horizontal surface when the structure is deployed on the horizontal 
surface, Dobberstein teaches a collapsible structure (2) comprising a first rear panel and a 
second front panel (12), each panel having a sheet of fabric material having a top side and a 
bottom side and being supported by a frame member (12, 17 or 56), wherein the first rear panel 
(4) is disposed substantially vertical with respect to a horizontal surface to define a flat vertical 
panel when the structure is in a fully erected position, and the second front panel (4) has the top 
sides being angularly coupled to the top side of the first vertical panel to define an angled panel, 
the second panel (6) being hingedly and angularly coupled with vertical first panel at the top 
sides of the panels, the two panels having the bottom sides being separately coupled together by 
a support panel (10) connected therebetween, the first panel having a size larger than the second 
panel such that the first panel and the second panel the bottom sides being capably rested on the 
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horizontal support surface while the top side of the second panel being angularly coupled to the 
vertical first panel in a suitable angle in an fully erected position. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the collapsible 
structure of Japanese Patent two panels with different sizes and with one panel being vertically 
positioned on a horizontal surface and another panel being angularly coupled to the vertical panel 
at an angle with respect to the vertical panel as taught by Dobberstein for providing the 
collapsible structure with an interior area having sufficiently height and width in the deployed 
position as desirable to accommodate various requirement of various applications. Since 
applicant has not disclosed that a collapsible structure having two panels angularly coupled 
together with one panel being disposed vertically provides an advantage, it has been common 
practice to one skill in the art to perform equal well of the claimed invention having two panels 
adjustably coupled together with various angled configurations since there is not further support 
has been claimed. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed June 5, 2006, with respect to the rejection(s) of claims 17-20, 
and 22 under 35U.S.C. 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made as set forth above discussion. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Polite '308, Hailer et al.'657, and Fodor et al. '744 (see Fig. 9) teach various 
structures comprising an angled panel coupled to a vertical panel at an acute angle with respect 
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to the vertical panel and with respect to a horizontal surface, and the panels having different sizes 
as similar to the claimed invention . 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Winnie Yip whose telephone number is 571-272-6870. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on 571-272-6856. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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